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“Oh, you are a wise man, are you not? You know all about life and death. Advise me. Think what
I can do. He has been laboring all his life and looking forward. He minds about nothing else— And
I mind about nothing else—"

For years after Lydgate remembered the impression produced in him by this involuntary
appeal—this cry from soul to soul, without other consciousness than their moving with kindred
natures in the same embroiled medium, the same troublous fitfully illuminated life. But what
could he say now except that he should see Mr. Casaubon again to-morrow?

(Oxford World Classics. 2008, p. 272.)
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Neil Addison (PhD, University of Birmingham), is Professor of British Literature and Culture in the
Department of Transcultural Studies at Japan Women’s University. Having grown up in Thomas Hardy’s
Dorset (close to Hardy’s Sandbourne and Havenpool) he is now vocationally based in Tokyo. His research
focuses on nineteenth- and early twentieth-century British literature such as the work of Hardy, Charles
Dickens, Oscar Wilde, and Alfred Lord Tennyson. He is a global committee member of the Commission on
Science and Literature (CoSciLit) and is currently serving as the CoSciLit Regional Representative for
Asia. He is also a reviewer for The Thomas Hardy Journal (U.K), and is a member of the U.K. Thomas
Hardy Society, and The Hardy Society of Japan.
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